PART       I.

controul of the board afforded too much
opportunity and temptation for unwar-
rantable emoluments, and excited the
contagion of peculation and rapacity
throughout the whole army. A most
remarkable and incontrovertible proof
of the prevalence of this spirit has been
seen in the Court-martial upon Captain
Erskine, where the court, composed of
officers of rank and respectable characters
unanimously and honorably, most honor-
ably acquitted him upon an acknow-
ledged fact which in times of stricter
discipline would have been deemed a
crime deserving the severest punish-
ment.

In a political view the removal of
these stations will be of important ad-
vantage, by contracting our frontier and
adding to our interior security and de-
fence.

I request that the board will take these
arguments into their serious considera-
tion, and, if they are pleased to allow
them that weight which they have had
in actuating my conduct, that they will
consult the Commander in Chief upon
the reduction and distribution to be made
of the corps in question, that they may
not remain an unnecessary burthen up-
on our funds, and upon such a disposi-
tion of the army in general as may be
suitable to our present and future situa-
tion in every probable variation of it,
both foreign and domestic.

With   respect to the removal of the
Company's Servants, civil and military,
from the court and'service of the Vizeer,
I was actuated solely by motives of jus-
tice to him, and a regard to the honor of
our   national   character.     In   removing
those Gentlemen I diminish my own in-
fluence
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